Isolation of intramitochondrial bodies in bovine adrenocortical cells by density gradient centrifugation.
Two method for isolating the intramitochondrial bodies from bovine adrenocortical cells are proposed. Electron microscopic examination shows that discontinuous sucrose density gradient centrifugation can separate the fraction rich in intramitochondrial bodies, but some indistinguishable fragments remain among them. Continuous sucrose density gradient centrifugation is probably superior to the former method in obtaining a highly purified fraction of the bodies. The amido black positive granules, presumed to be intramitochondrial bodies, are collected in the fractions of the sucrose density of around 1.27 (1.23--1.30), which lack cytochrome c oxidase activity.